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Obsolete Lighted Toggle 
Switch Repair 

Being an owner of  a 1991 Prevost Country Coach, maintenance is a very important part of  

that ownership.  With a coach that could correctly be called an antique, different items wear out 

or simply become brittle and break.  Unfortunately, it is becoming harder and harder to find plug 

and play replacement parts I need, as is the case with the lighted toggle switches found on many 

‘90s Country Coaches. 

Recently, two of  the toggle switches in the control cluster to the left of  the driver broke.  

The necks of  the switch popped off  when I tried to actuate the switch.  That meant that there 

was no way to keep the 

switch tight in the 

control cluster.  It made 

trying to use the switches 

very difficult and in the 

case of  by Jacobs Brake, 

impossible.   

After surfing the web for a while, I found that several of  the switch actions I need are no 

longer manufactured by Carling Industries and that none of  the lighted switches that are still 

available from them today come in the colors I needed.  That left me with a big dilemma.  

Should I put in non-lighted switches or switches that emitted the the wrong color, or should I look 

into replacing the entire control cluster.  If  I changed the entire control cluster it would no longer 

match the other clusters that run across the front of  the bus.  I decided to buy a couple of  the 
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lighted switches that emitted the wrong color.  At least they would look the same sitting still since 

I would be the only one to see the switch when it was activated.  So I ordered several switches 

from waytekwire.com.  The ON-OFF Lighted Toggle Switch is part number 44206 and costs 

$6.21.  The ON-OFF-ON Lighted Toggle Switch is part number 44207 and costs $7.35.  

When I received the new switches, I found that Carling Industries was using the exact same 

molds they used 25 or more years ago.  That gave me an idea;  if  I could take some of  the parts 

from the old switch and some of  the parts from the new switch, maybe, just maybe, I could repair 

the switch and end up with exactly what I need.   

 

Since the old switch already  had a broken neck, I 

decided to see if  I could get it apart.   After 

studying the switch and poking a prodding, I 

found that if  I was really careful, I could pry the 

sides away from the base.  I could then gently 

slip the cap portion of  the switch up and finally 

off  of  the body.   

Then I took the entire switch apart and studied its 

internals.  I then took the other broken switches apart 

and found several differences. On three position 

switches, the body has two contacts, the two position 

switch has one.  On the three position switch that has 

two colors, there is a light cover.  (the color 

of  the light that is emitted is based on the 

Colored Lens or Lenses on the Toggle.  The 

toggle to the left has both Blue and Green 

lenses) 

The Contact rocker is unique to the toggle action.  

It determines if  the switch is  ON-OFF, ON-OFF-ON 
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or momentary (ON)-OFF, (ON)-OFF-(ON).  In all of  the switches I took apart, the contacts 

showed no sign of  ware at all.  No arcing or pitting, so I felt comfortable reusing the contact 

rocker.  If  you find that yours is pitted or shows signs of  ware, you could buy a non-lighted toggle 

switch with the correct action and remove the Contact Rocker.  You could then use the new 

Contact Rocker with your old base. 

If  your light is burnt out and that is the reason for the repair, then you will want to purchase 

a lighted 3 contact or lighted 5 contact switch depending on your needs.  Carling Industries no 

longer manufactures two color lighted ON-OFF toggle switches matching the old style.  If  you 

need an ON-OFF toggle with two colors emitted, you will need to purchase a 5 contact lighted 

toggle switch.  You will then need to transfer the Light Cover and the 

Contact Rocker as well as the Toggle from the old switch to the new one.  I 

recommend that you also use the new O-Ring.  The one caution here is that 

when you have the switch in the off  position, there will be 12 volts to the 

unused Contact 1.   You could drill the rivet holding the contact and remove 

the contact entirely as well as punching out the contact on the inside of  the Base (the 

recommended solution) or put a plastic covered connector over Connector 1.   

 

Once I had everything sussed out, I started taking apart my new switches 

one at a time to rebuild the old ones.  I bench tested the lamps in each of  the 

old switches and found that in my old Jacobs Brake toggle switch the lamp 

was burnt out.  That meant I needed to use the new Base as well.  To use the 

new Base, I also had to move the diode (contact 3 to contact 1) from the old 

Base to the new Base.  When all of  the prep was completed, I reassembled 

the correct parts into a correctly functioning switch.  

With a little effort and a lot luck, you should be able to keep every lighted toggle switch on 

your bus in complete working order. 
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